
THE DULVERTON EXMOOR  
LITERARY FESTIVAL 2026 

CHILDREN’S WRITING 
COMPETITION 

 

WRITE A STORY ABOUT FOOTPRINTS ON EXMOOR  

IN UP TO 500 WORDS! 
Write your own short or long story about ‘Footprints on Exmoor’ (to a 
maximum of 500 words). 

We don't mind about perfect spelling and grammar, just let your 
imagination fly and have fun! If you enjoy pictures, you can illustrate 
your story too. Perhaps you will write about a young explorer who 
discovers mysterious footprints across the moor. Who do they belong 
to? Where do they go? 

Enjoy writing something original with a great 
plot, characters and language.  Think about 
atmosphere, curiosity… perhaps folklore, mystery 
and courage. Write a story you'd love to read! 

The competition is open to children aged under 
13.  Entries to be submitted by FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 2026. Email 
your entry to hello@visitdulverton.com or put it in the special box 

in Dulverton Library.  Please include the name and contact details of an adult with whom 
we can get in touch to invite the shortlisted entries to the Awards Ceremony.  Entries 
cannot be returned so please keep a copy.  The Judge’s decision is final. 

Please note that no stories influenced or written by AI are allowed. Any 
found will be removed from the competition. 

Prizes will be awarded to the Winner and Runners Up at the Dulverton 
Exmoor Literary Festival in Dulverton Town Hall on Saturday 14 November at 5.30pm 
after the ‘Book Club’ fiction author talk with multi-million-copy bestselling authors Patrick 
Gale, Rachel Hore and Kate Lord Brown. The winning entry will be read out at the 
Ceremony by the Competition Judge, children’s author Emily Lloyd-Gale.  

The winning story will be published on the Visit 
Dulverton website visitdulverton.com 
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